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literature made up the school curriculum. To both, these
represented the highest achievement of the human mind and
contained not only the widest product of human intelligence,
but practically all that was worthy of man's attention. Yet
there existed a fundamental difference in their purpose of
study. We have previously considered the purpose and the
spirit of the study of the narrow classicists ; an object wholly
contained in the linguistic and literary studies ; a purpose
fully attained with a mastery in writing and in speech of the
Ciceronian Latin. Their object was to form young Romans,
to produce a newer Latium. The object of the humanistic-
realist, on the contrary, was to attain to a knowledge of
human motives, of human life in institutions, of life in con-
tact with nature. But to them the realities of nature were
more completely mastered, the realities of institutional life
were more truly appreciated by the Greeks and Romans than
by their contemporaries or by any intervening generation.
Consequently the fullest expression of the opportunities,
duties, and interests of life was to be found in the classics.
Not only were they " in adversity consolatory, in prosperity
pleasing and honorable," but without them one would "be
deprived of all the grace of life and all the polish of social
intercourse." Not only did ancient philosophy contain the
true philosophy of this life, but languages were the key to
the real understanding of the Christian religion. Not only
did mastery of these languages give power of speech, and
hence influence over one's fellows ; but if military science
was to be studied, it could in no place be better searched for
than in Caesar and in Xenophon ; was agriculture to be
practiced, no better guide was to be found than Virgil or
Columella ; was architecture to be mastered, no better way
existed than through Vitruvius ; was geography to be consid-
ered, it must be through Mela or Solinus; was medicine to
be understood, no better means than Celsus existed ; was nat-
ural history to be appreciated, there was no more adequate